
The Aphasia Link – Volume 5, Issue 2 (Winter 2007 Edition) 

 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A
U

S
T
R

A
LI

IA
N

 A
P

H
A

S
IA

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N
 I

N
C

. 
N

E
W

S
LE

T
T

E
R

 

T
h

e
 A

p
h

a
si

a
 L

in
k
  

 

 

WINTER EDITION 2007 
 
 

Welcome to the winter edition! As you read 

this newsletter I will be in Europe enjoying 

summer.  
 

This year AAA is working to improve 

publicity- on radio, TV, at universities and at  

professional conferences. We need everyone 

to join in spreading the word about AAA 

and support for the Australian Aphasia 

community.  
 

Executive committee is planning a weekend 

visit to Brisbane in September- for the 

annual general meeting (AGM) and planning 

meetings. Stay tuned - dates to be 

confirmed. 

 

Enjoy this edition! 

Georgi 
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B PAY IS 

COMING 
Soon members will be able to pay for 

membership using BPAY. This means members 

will be able to pay using your cheque, savings 

or credit account over the phone or via email. 

Hopefully this will be an easier system than the 

current one. We are hoping to start using BPAY 

in the next month or so.  

 

E-NEWSLETTER IS HERE 
 

The Aphasia Link (this newsletter) is now 

available via email (as a pdf file).  If you 

would like to receive the newsletter 

electronically (via email) please email us 

(questions@aphasia.org.au) to let us know 

and we can send you a copy.  
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Thank you 1 
Sadly, both Frances Duke, Deputy Chairperson with Aphasia, and 

Katie O’Mara, Fundraising Coordinator, are stepping out of their 

positions. However, they are keen to stay actively involved in AAA. We 

thank them both for their hard work and ongoing involvement and 

commitment to AAA. 

 
 

Katie O’Mara 

 

Frances Duke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 2 
 

A BIG THANK YOU goes to Stroke And Disability Information 

Hunter Inc. (SADI) who have generously offered to print and mail 

out The Aphasia Link for the AAA. This saves us considerable time 

and money- thank you.  

 

SADI support and advocate for people who have had strokes in the 

Hunter Valley region of NSW. Their website is: 

www.cust.idl.com.au/sadi/ 
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I’ll Send You a Postcard! 
 

Here are 2 postcards the AAA has developed to advertise 

aphasia and the Australian Aphasia Guide. Like many of you, 

we think it’s important that more people know what aphasia is. 

Hopefully our Aphasia bubble logo will start to be seen more 

and more.  

 

If you want some postcards to give out please contact us and 

we will send some to you.  
 

Tell us what you think about the postcards or send in your own 

design.  
 

We are also working on designing some posters. 
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Above: Christopher Green &  Judi 

Halliday at the Speech Pathology 

Australia Conference 

 

Christopher Green, AAA 

Patron, was a keynote 

speaker at Speech 

Pathology Australia 

Conference which was held 

in Sydney recently. He was 

so inspiring and got a 

standing ovation! His 

communication 

continues to improve 8 

years after his stroke. This 

is an important message 

we need to share!!  

 

 

Left: Georgi 

Laney with good 

friends of the 

AAA Tanya Rose 

and Tami Howe 

at the Speech 

Pathology 

Australia 

Conference 

Our Patron Spreads the Word 
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We currently have 349 members! 
 

Number of Members in Each State 

Accurate at May 31, 2007 

NZ 

79 
14 

3 

13 
152 

8 
57 1 

ACT 

21 



The Aphasia Link – Volume 5, Issue 2 (Winter 2007 Edition) 

 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANGELA WOOS 

BIG AUDIENCES 

IN NEW ZEALAND! 

Rod Dennis 

Rod.Dennis@xtra.co.nz 
 

Two of our New Zealand members, Rod and Elaine Dennis, who 

attended the AAA conference in Canberra last October, wasted no time in 

trying to get Angela Berens to address the 2007 Rotary District 9910 

Conference.  They were very, very impressed with both addresses that 

Angela gave at Canberra.  Rod’s own Rotary Club (Orewa) was organising 

their District Conference so they strongly recommended that Angela be 

invited to speak at it. 
 

As a result Angela was invited to be one of the main speakers in the three 

day Conference held at KeriKeri, in the Bay of Islands in April.  District 

9910 Governor, Merv Huxford, who is also involved with the Orewa Rotary 

Club’s administration of the Laurie Parker Trust for stroke victims in the 

Rodney District came up with the brilliant idea of getting Angela to provide 

a special address specifically for stroke survivors, carers and 

associated health professionals in Auckland.  Rod and Elaine were 

asked to organise this additional address.  This was to be named “The 

Angela Berens’ Event”.   
 

This second address, held on Monday 23rd April, 2007 attracted over two 

hundred people from all parts of the Auckland Province.  This was the 

largest ever specialised meeting for stroke survivors held in New Zealand.   
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ANGELA WOOS BIG AUDIENCES IN NEW ZEALAND! 

Continued..... 

 

This event was designed to give stroke survivors an opportunity to hear 

Angela before she returned to Brisbane.  Angela had agreed to speak to 

the three day Rotary District 9910 Annual Conference at KeriKeri and 

generously agreed to delay her return by one day to fit in this special 

event. 

 

The address by Angela was preceded by an official opening by the 

Rodney District Deputy Mayor, David Steele, and short addresses by 

Rotary District 9910 Governor Merv Huxford and Rex Paddy – the 

C.E.O. of the Northern Region of the Stroke Foundation. 

 

Angela gave two superb presentations – one at KeriKeri on Saturday 

21st April and the second at Whangaparaoa.  At both she received 

standing ovations.   

 

Her story is about tackling the mountain of problems she faced 

with steely determination.  Angela was determined to survive and 

ever since she worked tirelessly through rehabilitation and set backs to 

achieve inspiring results.  Her philosophy she calls “personal power”.  

She said “The way to do amazing things is having a purpose and 

believing it, taking one day at a time, challenging yourself and 

celebrating your achievements.”   Angela’s address was followed by a 

45 minute open forum chaired by Event Chairman, Peter Rigg.   
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New Zealand  
Aphasia Conference 
November 2007 

 
Where? 

Auckland University,  

Tamaki Campus, Auckland 
 

More information: 

Contact Rachael McEvoy 

Or Kate Milford 

(Speech Language Therapists)  

Ph: 307 4949 ext 28555  

ANGELA WOOS BIG AUDIENCES IN NEW ZEALAND! 

Continued..... 

Many of the people who participated in the forum were stroke 

survivors – some with aphasia.  One woman, Jenny Pickering, told the 

forum that this was the first time since her stroke twelve years ago 

that she had the courage to speak in public – such was the immediate 

power of Angela’s presentation! 
 

The 143 page “Australian Aphasia Guide” was put on sale at the event 

and was completely sold out!  Additional supplies of the guide have 

been ordered to supply the many extra orders received.     

 

 

 



The Aphasia Link – Volume 5, Issue 2 (Winter 2007 Edition) 

 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR STORY 

COLIN CUSSEN 
Colin F. Cussen  

(P.O. Box 260,  

TOOWONG QLD 4066) 

 cfcussen@ihug.com.au 
 

My name is Colin Cussen. On 30 November, 2005 – just 18 months 

ago – I had a massive stroke. 
 

I had a shower and just dried myself as I was preparing to go to All 

Saints’ Church, Wickham Terrace in Brisbane to say the midday Mass for 

the Feast of St Andrew. You see, I am a priest – Anglican brand – and 

had retired in April 2001. 
 

Because of my good health I was of use in parishes.  I had only been in 

hospital twice - the last time was 27 years ago!  
 

In my retirement my wife and I had moved into a town house to 

Toowong. On 29 June we eventually moved into a house in Taringa 

because of my wife’s problems of walking up and down the staircase in 

the townhouse. 
 

Five months after that shift I was stricken by a stroke and spent the 

next 12 weeks in St Andrew’s Hospital. When I came out of hospital 

there was much intervention on the medical side to see that I was in a 

safe environment. 
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Your Story – Clive Cussen Continued 
 

I knew that no way in the world would I have been able to go back to a 

three-story town house. So, what we had done for my wife was actually 

done for me!   
 

So began many more months of continuing rehabilitation. My wife had 

been given time off from her teaching position from the end of November 

till mid-July 2006. It was fully paid leave which she had accumulated over 

many years. The benefit of being honest paid off! 
 

I joined the University of Queensland’s continuing research work, 

which made it possible to continue to improve my memory. 
 

I have continued twice weekly going to the Wesley Hospital swimming 

pool for hydrotherapy. Very tiring but well worth while. Every day saw 

improvement in my wellbeing. 
 

I had to learn to drive again – or, at least, go through training with RACQ. 

I don’t drive everywhere. I had got used to being chauffeured. But also 

realistically I felt very unsure about driving. It’s only now after 8 months 

that I have a measure of confidence in driving. 

 

That is essentially my story. Certainly, the reason we had shifted was 

because of my wife, but, when it came to the crunch, it was really for me!  
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Northern Territory  

News  

By Julia Carey 

 

A warm hello from Darwin!!  We are entering the Dry Season and the 

weather is lovely and mild. 

 

Our May group focused on the ARAFURA GAMES which is on in Darwin 

from 12th May to 19th May. The group spent some time talking about the 

Arafura Games.  They’ve been happening every 2 years since about 1991 

and countries from the Asia Pacific region come to participate.  There are 

lots of sports being played including some very strange-sounding ones, 

such as Sepak Takraw which involves a volleyball net, a rattan ball and 

people playing with their feet! 

 

The group is growing larger by the minute!!  At last count, the 

members were 10, which is fantastic.  Some still receive some therapy in 

rehab and from the community speechie and others just attend the group.  

Everyone is now quite familiar with each other’s communication styles 

and even some of the carers have become great facilitators!!   

 

The next group will be run by the rehab student speechie, Alex.  We’re 

looking forward to seeing what she comes up with!! 
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Queensland News 1 
 

By Fay Haynes 

 

 

The Brisbane crowd are all working hard to formulate plans for 

our next Australian Conference 2008.  By the next 

newsletter we will be able to fill everyone in on all the news, 

venue, dates, logo, accommodation etc. etc. etc.  So keep your 

eyes glued to the Queensland News section of the Spring 

edition of The Aphasia Link.  

 

Meanwhile we have organised our first Fundraising venture 

which is to be on 28th July at Cheryl and Gordon's home at 

Paddington.  We are having "Christmas in July" themed  

Devonshire Morning Tea and Cheryl has very kindly offered 

to give a talk on Feng Shui.  All are invited.  Please confirm 

attendance by phoning April on 3820 6600 or Fay 3820 

9901, for catering purposes.  In keeping with our theme Santa 

Claus aka Steve will be paying a visit, everyone to bring a 

wrapped gift worth no more than $2.00.That will make 

everyone put on their thinking caps, that is for sure.  
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Queensland News (Cont...) 
 

In mid April we had a great 'get together' with a Picnic in Roma 

Street Parklands.  It was a lovely day, good company, good 

conversation and great food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In August there are approximately 12 of the Queensland gang going 

up to the Iwasaki Resort at Yeppoon, staying at the Melaleuca  

Motel. The Iwasaki Foundation was set up by the late benefactors for 

the purposes of providing subsidized accommodation for the disabled, 

infirm or aged, who would otherwise be denied a holiday in such a lovely 

bushland environment.  We are heading off on the Tilt Train on the 

13th August and returning on the 19th August.  I am sure a fun time will 

be had by all and we will, hopefully, have photos for the next edition. 

 

The AAA is always looking for new members and the Queensland 

Conference Planning Committee would welcome any offers of 

assistance. 
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Victoria  News 

Movie-Luncheon. 

 
On a Tuesday in April a bunch of about 30 people attended a 

private viewing of the Australian comedy movie, RAZZLE DAZZLE, at 

the Dendy cinema in Brighton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a light hearted movie and we all had a good belly laugh, 

particularly those who'd had anything to do with dancing 

competitions. It was a fun get together over lunch, with people 

with aphasia, carers and Speechies from all over Melbourne. 

Comments from members; Linda "Razzle Dazzle - fantastic. Lunch - I 

scoffed it all down - fantastic. "Shirley "Very nice to have everyone 

there." Nick and Heather "We enjoyed chatting to a lovely new 

friend." Most people thought it was a great thing to do to bring our 

community all together, so we've decided to organise a couple 

more this year in different areas of Melbourne, to make it 

accessible to more people. Email me if you would like to be on 

our contact list:  jennybahramis@hotmail.com 
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SPOTLIGHT ON…… 

Aphasia Support Program Dingley 
 

What do Paris Hilton and David Hicks have in common? 

Probably not a lot but they were both discussed by members of the 

Aphasia Support group at Dingley this week along with a whole 

variety of other news items. 
 

The Aphasia Support Group at Dingley has been running on a 

weekly basis at the Dingley Village Community Centre on a 

Tuesday since 2001.  Three groups meet and share an 

overlapping coffee break.  It is staffed by a speech pathologist and 

allied health assistant.  Group members share a common goal of 

wanting to continue to socialise and communicate.  Total 

communication is supported by the group. 
  

Members are best described as welcoming, supportive, 

encouraging, resilient and ingenious in their ability to convey 

information to one another.  Every week we all have a good laugh! 
 

Topics and activities are diverse from games to gardening, current 

affairs to guest speakers; we have even tried ten pin bowling!  

Partners are welcome but can often be found walking a circuit of the 

Dingley Park or in a local café. 
 

If you want to find out any more information about the Aphasia 

Support Program at Dingley, please contact Jenny Walsh 

Jenny.walsh@southernhealth.org.au 

Telephone: 92651822 (Kingston Centre) 
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GEELONG APHASIA  
BRUNCH BUNCH (GABB)  

 
       

2nd meeting of the year!! 
 
 

What is it? 
A social support group for people with aphasia and their 
carers 
 
Game of bowls, chat, and coffee/lunch! 
 
 

Where is it? 
 
Geelong 10 Pin Bowling Lanes    
Reynolds Rd, Belmont 
 
When is it? 
Tuesday 12th June 
11am – 1.30 pm 
 
Questions? 

Call  Kylie Mitten, Speech Pathologist 
Phone 52 438 333 

 
Hope to see you there!! 
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News from Tasmania 
By Judy England 
 
 

The North West Contact Group is currently preparing a poster to 

present at the National Allied Health conference. The conference 

will be held in Hobart in July. 
 

The group is very keen to share some of the things they have 

achieved. This includes such things as articles in the local newspapers 

about aphasia and development of Tips for Talking (information sheet 

for conversation partners).  The group had fun choosing some photos 

for inclusion on the poster. It will also give the therapists an 

opportunity to discuss the aims and activities of the group and how 

success is measured. 
 

Hopefully this might give others some ideas about starting groups for 

people with aphasia in the community. 

 

 

Contact is also living up to 

its name!  We are going to 

start email contact with 

an ‘old Tassie’ resident 

with aphasia who 

recently moved to 

Queensland. This is a 

great way to keep our ex 

patriot up to date on island 

news.  
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No news from………. 
 
 
ACT  
 

 

 
New South Wales 
 
 
South Australian  
 

 

Western Australia  

 
 

We look forward to bringing you news from these 

states in the spring edition of the Aphasia Link 
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Housekeeping  

 
 

Newsletter submissions are very  
welcome 
 

Articles/reports are due 2 weeks before the start of each new 
season (Summer, Autumn, Winter & Spring). 
 
Newsletters will be sent out in the first 2 weeks of each season. 
 

Articles may be edited at the editor’s discretion 
 

See back page for contact details. 
 

Advertising 
 

If you would like to advertise a business in the newsletter, please 

contact the AAA to discuss rates (see back page for contact details). 
 

Liability Statement 
 
 

The AAA is happy to advertise aphasia events 

Unless stated events have not been organised by the AAA 

The AAA is not responsible for the event 

 

Publication Disclaimer 
The AAA is not responsible for information published or views expressed 

The AAA is not liable for use of information provided 
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Current AAA National Executive 
 

  

Chairperson  
Ms. Georgi Laney, 
Newcastle, NSW 
 

Georgi.laney@hnealth.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

Deputy Chairperson  
Mr. Matthew Bradley, 
Melbourne, VIC 
 
 
 

Secretary  
Ms. Melanie Drummond, 
Melbourne, VIC 
 
 
 

Treasurer  
Mrs. Kaye Casey, 
Brisbane, QLD 
 
 
 

 

Visit our website: www.aphasia.org.au 

or  

Contact us:   Post: PO Box 6104,  

St. Lucia, QLD, 4067 

    Phone: 0439 755 052 

    Email: questions@aphasia.org.au 
 

 

 

  
Deputy  
Chairperson 

 with Aphasia  
 
 

 
 
 
Fundraising  
Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
Publicity 
 Co-ordinator 
 
 
 

 

 
YOU? 

 
 

 

 

YOU? 

 
YOU? 

 

 


